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To be eligible for the Old Age Pension when it
was first introduced in the UK, individuals had
to meet the following criteria:

Age
They had to be 70 years or older

Residency
They needed to be a resident in the UK for at least 20 years

Income

It was means-tested, the full amount paid to those with incomes below
£21 and reduced on a sliding scale up to £31 and ten shillings

Character
The pension was also subject to a character clause, where individuals
had to be of ‘good character’ and not have a history of imprisonment
for certain crimes.
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